2020 report on the work done by the Center for Inclusive
Education

UNEC-90: Inclusive education is the way to an inclusive society

The educational systems of developed and developing countries develop new educational
concepts and apply technologies in accordance with social changes. One of the priority
areas is inclusive education based on ensuring equal educational rights of citizens. In
modern times, inclusive education has been recognized as a progressive education system
in the world. A scientific approach to the transition to inclusive education and the
participation of all peoples in the education chain are necessary directions.

AZERTAC informs that these ideas were expressed by Sevinj Mahsimova, coordinator of
the Inclusive Education Center of the Azerbaijan State University of Economics (UNEC),
"UNEC-90: Inclusive education is the way to an inclusive society!" reflected in the article
entitled.

It is mentioned in the article that the Azerbaijan State University of Economics (UNEC)
has been taking exemplary steps in the development of inclusive education as the leading
higher education institution of the country and the region in recent years. Based on the
humanist strategy, the educational opportunities of young people with disabilities are
further improved at UNEC. It should be recalled that in 2013, Azerbaijan State Economic
University joined the Tempus project as a partner in the project "Laying the foundation
for the integration of persons with disabilities into Azerbaijan's higher education
institutions", which was coordinated by Khazar University. The UNEC Inclusive
Education Center was established by the decision of the Scientific Council of the
Azerbaijan State University of Economics dated October 2, 2015. In the 5 years since the
establishment of the center, the number of students with disabilities enrolled in higher
education has increased 3 times. Currently, 62 students with disabilities are studying at
UNEC. The main goal of the UNEC Inclusive Education Center is to increase educational
opportunities for students with disabilities in higher education institutions and to fully
integrate them into education. In order to achieve its goals, the center mainly carries out
the following tasks: providing students with disabilities with educational opportunities
and resources, creating opportunities for the motivation and involvement of these
students in education, organizing training courses for students with disabilities on a
voluntary basis, implementing experience exchange with centers of the same profile,
conducting awareness work about disability among different layers of society.

In addition to all this, with the support of the university administration, the Inclusive
Education Center implements measures for the innovative development of the appropriate



form of education at UNEC. For example, preparation of teaching and training modules
on inclusive education, improvement of teaching materials, increasing the skills of
professors and administrative staff, providing training on inclusive education modules to
students studying at UNEC, preparing instructions for the preparation, implementation
and evaluation of individual curricula for teachers are among the measures of this kind.
Also, the creation of an inclusive education network that includes all structures operating
in the university, as well as making certain proposals for improving the current policy
and legislation in the field of inclusive education, public awareness in the field of
inclusive education are among the mentioned measures.

UNEC Inclusive Education Center has been closely cooperating with the Ministry of
Education, the Ministry of Youth and Sports, the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection
of the Population, local and foreign higher education institutions, non-governmental

organizations, and international organizations since its inception. Some of these measures
can be considered as a "first signature" of UNEC in the country.

In November 2016, a cooperation agreement was signed between UNEC and Moscow
State University of Humanities and Economics. The agreement signed within the
framework of the conference organized by the Azerbaijan-Russia Association of Higher
Education Institutions on the topic "The state and prospects of Russian-Azerbaijani
cooperation in the field of education, science and culture" envisages the establishment of
cooperation in the field of inclusive education between the two universities. The
agreement creates a legal basis for UNEC to benefit from the experience of the noted
Russian university in the field of involvement of persons with disabilities in higher
education, creation of appropriate infrastructure in this field and adaptation of the content
of the educational process. Also, with this agreement, a dual diploma program in
inclusive higher education was implemented for the first time in Azerbaijan.

In 2018, the international conference on "Inclusive higher education: international trends
and UNEC experience" organized by the Azerbaijan State University of Economics
discussed the reforms implemented by the state and the work carried out in this field
related to the creation of an inclusive education model for people with special needs. In
the same year, a job fair for disabled youth was held under the joint organization of
UNEC, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Youth and Sports, the Ministry of
Labor and Social Protection of the Population and the Union of Disability Organizations.
The main goal of the event was to create a barrier-free environment for the education of
people with disabilities and expand their employment opportunities within the framework
of the state programs "Azerbaijani youth in 2017-2021" and "On the development of
inclusive education for people with disabilities in the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2018-
2024". More than 160 vacancies were presented by 47 private companies at this fair,
which was organized for the first time for persons with disabilities. It was the first job fair



organized especially for young people with disabilities. The event also highlighted the
country's talented and highly educated youth with disabilities and challenged the
community. After that event, a different approach to young people with disabilities is
observed by employers. So, after the organized fair, 104 young people with limited health
were provided with permanent jobs. The UNEC Center for Inclusive Education continues
to explore ways to solve employment-related issues for students with disabilities. So,
SOCAR AQSH, Gilan Holding, "Veysaloglu" and "Deloitte Azerbaijan" companies hired
graduates for permanent jobs. In the last two years, 12 UNEC graduates with disabilities
have been employed.

UNEC Inclusive Education Center has signed memoranda with several institutions and
organizations of the republic in order to strengthen its activities. Thus, cooperation with
the Union of Disabled Organizations was started in 2018 in order to organize joint events
for the easier integration of young people with disabilities into life. On December 13,
2019, UNEC signed an agreement with the "Logos" Psychological and Speech

Development Center to eliminate any psychological, speech therapy and other problems
that students may have during the educational process.

It should be emphasized that disabled students of UNEC participate in all events of the
university - conferences, seminars, meetings, as well as Erasmus international student
exchange programs. They are also active in their social life. For example, they regularly
participate in cinema, theater, concerts and other socio-cultural events with the support of
UNEC student organizations. UNEC Inclusive Education Center periodically conducts
trainings. Trainings include explaining the principles of equal rights and opportunities for
people with disabilities, identifying obstacles faced by people with disabilities and
finding ways to overcome them, and other topics.

Despite its establishment in a short period of time, the UNEC Center for Inclusive
Education, with its experienced personnel, material and technical base and successful
action plan, signs big projects and contributes to the development of inclusive education.

UNEC-90: inkliiziv tahsil inkliiziv comiyyata gedan yoldur

UNEC held an international seminar in the field of inclusive education

On the occasion of the 90th anniversary of UNEC and the 5th anniversary of the
establishment of the UNEC Inclusive Education Center, "3N in inclusive higher
education: "What should we know?", "What should we do?" and "What can we do?" an
international online seminar was held.

Fazil Mustafa, Member of Parliament, President of the Special Olympic Committee of
the Republic of Azerbaijan, Vagif Bayramov, Rector of the Moscow State University of
Humanitarian Economics, Necdet Oztiirk, founder and president of the Global



Foundation for the Disabled of Turkey, Lefkothea Kartasidou, head of the Education and
Social Policy Department of the University of Macedonia, as well as representatives of
the ministry, state institutions, local and foreign higher education institutions took part in
the seminar.

In the online seminar moderated by Sevinj Mahsimova, the coordinator of the UNEC
Inclusive Education Center, discussions were held on the topics of inclusive education
and its organization, encountered problems and their solutions, digital technologies used
in inclusive education, organization of library services, types of disabilities (nosologies).

S. Mahsimova gave the participants detailed information about the UNEC Inclusive
Education Center and emphasized that an inclusive education environment has been
created at the university for the integration of physically challenged young people into
higher education. He said that in addition to ensuring that education is accessible to all,
this environment creates conditions for the protection of social equality, the ability of
young people with physical limitations to demonstrate their potential and to meet their
educational needs.

For the first time in the country, the implementation of the dual diploma program
between UNEC and Moscow State University of Humanities and Economics (MSHU) on
the bachelor's level in inclusive higher education was highly appreciated by the
participants of the seminar.

Deputy Fazil Mustafa talked about the work done by the Special Olympic Committee in
the direction of socialization of children and youth with disabilities through the process
of education and sports. The deputy emphasized the importance of further strengthening
the education work in the society in the field of inclusive education, providing
educational institutions with appropriate infrastructures, as well as the psychological
preparation of young people with disabilities for higher education.

At the seminar, Farid Suleymanov, a specialist in inclusive education of the Regional
Development Public Union, spoke on the topic "Increasing the skills of teachers in the
field of inclusive education".

Associate Professor Lefkothea Kardasidou, head of the Education and Social Policy
Department of the University of Macedonia, spoke about the innovations implemented by
the university she represents for disabled students.

Necdet Oztiirk, the founder and president of the Global Disability Foundation of Turkey,
spoke about the main features of inclusive education. Emphasizing the importance of
protecting the educational rights of the disabled, N. Oztiirk recommended benefiting from
the experience of the world's leading universities in this field and explained the
international standards.



Malak Karimova, Coordinator of the Psychology Department of Khazar University, Head
of the Psychological Service Center, pointed out that the use of digital technologies in all

Fields is inevitable in the post-pandemic phase, and spoke about the benefits of applying
these technologies in an inclusive educational environment.

Tarana Aliyeva, Associate Professor of UNEC Digital Economy and ICT Department,
informed about the importance of using digital technologies in education and talked about
digital technological innovations used in the educational process for people with
disabilities.

Head of UNEC 24/7 Library, electronic library specialist Arzu Mammadova explained
the features of inclusive library services.

At the international event, opinions were exchanged and suggestions were made on
increasing the opportunities for inclusive education, involving people with disabilities in
inclusive education, the role of educators and psychologists in inclusive education, and
other topics.

UNEC inklUziv tahsil sahasinda beynalxalg seminar kecirib

New project: "UNEC helps"

A new project has started under the joint organization of the Azerbaijan State University
of Economics and the International Eurasian Press Fund. Within the framework of the
project, various entertainments and trainings were first organized for many children with
disabilities in Tarter region.

Active students of the UNEC Student Trade Union Committee and UNEC Inclusive
Education Center coordinator Sevinj Mahsimova held interesting trainings and meetings
at the Eurasian Training Center located in Tartar on February 10-14, 2020. The first
training was English and Sports lessons. The students of UNEC were divided into groups
and entered the classes. Students taught children knowledge and had fun with them.

During the visit, there was also a meeting with the head of Tartar District Executive
Authority Mustagim Mammadov. Then UNEC students visited the family of Nijat
Iskandarov, who was martyred in the April battles. Later, the grave of our martyr was
visited.

On February 12-13, meetings were held with students studying in schools located in the
frontline villages of Tartar region. It was reported that from now on the students of those
educational institutions will be provided with the necessary support regarding both the
teaching materials and the teaching process.



UNEC students were also interested in the work of the Eurasian Credit Fund. The
delegation got acquainted with the support provided by the fund to families living in
Tarter district and received training on the credit system.

Yeni layiha: “UNEC komak edir”

"Equality and unity in the UNEC family are factors for successful development"
Demokratik doyarlora vo humanist prinsiplora asaslanan comiyyatlords yasindan,
saglamliq durumundan asili olmayaraq insanlara daim hassas vo qaygi ilo yanasilir. Bu,
sadoca siradan todbirlorlo deyil, miivafiq dovlot ganunlari, konkret omoli islorlo miisahido
edilir. Azorbaycan miistoqilliyine qovusana kimi do comiyyatds bu istigamotds konkret
naticalorin sahidi olub. Belo desok, mental doyarlorimiz saglamliq imkanlar1 mohdud olan
insanlarin comiyyato adaptasiyasi masalosindo hassasligini hor zaman qoruyub saxlayib.
Bunun on bdyiik niimunasinin ulu 6ndor Heydor Oliyevin Azarbaycan rohbarlik etdiyi hor
iki donomda sahidi olmusuq. Umummilli liderimizin layiqgli davamgis1 Azorbaycan
Prezidenti {lham Oliyev iso bu istiqgamotda islahatlar1 yeni calarlarla zonginlasdirib.
Prezident Ilham Bliyevin Saroncamu ilo tosdiq edilmis “Azarbaycan Respublikasinda
tohsilin inkisafi tizro Dovlot Strategiyasi”nda inkliiziv tohsilo genis yer ayrilib. “2018-
2024-cii illordo Azarbaycan Respublikasinda saglamliq imkanlar1 mohdud soxslar ticiin
inkliiziv tohsilin inkisafi tizro Dovlot Programi”nda tohsil miisssisalori qarsisinda duran
vozifolor miioyyan edilib vo konkret masololor qoyulub.

Azarbaycan Dévlat Iqtisad Universitetinde (UNEC) 5 ildir ki, faaliyyat gstoran Inkliiziv
Tohsil Morkozi bu istigamotdo ¢oxsaxali foaliyyati ilo segilir. AZORTAC morkozin
koordinatoru Sevinc Mohsimovanin miisahibasini toqdim edir.

- UNEC-ds humanist dayarlars xidmat edon moarkaz hansi zaruratdon yarandi?

-Inkliiziv tohsil comiyyatdaki movqe, status, dil va dinindan, irqindon asili olmayarag, hor
kos {iciin yaradilan barabor tohsil imkanidir. Inkliiziv tohsil alilliyi olan vo ya olmayan
biitiin gonclorin borabar tohsil almaq hiiquqglarini tomin edir. Azorbaycanda inkliiziv tohsilo
ke¢id addimlarinin icrasma 2005-ci ildon baslanilib. Inkliiziv soraitin yaradilmasi vo
saglamliq imkanlar1 mohdud olan tolobalor iigiin ali tohsil soviyyasinin al¢atanliliginin
yiiksaldilmoasi moagsadilo 2013-cii ildo Azorbaycan Dévlot Iqgtisadi Universiteti Xozor
Universitetinin koordinatoru oldugu “Olilliyi olan soxslorin Azorbaycan ali tohsil
miiossisoloring inteqrasiyasinin tomalinin qoyulmasi” TEMPUS layihasino torofdas olaraq
qosulub va 2014-cii ildon morkazin qurulmasina baslanilib. Homin il Azarbaycan Dovlat
Iqtisadi Universitetinda saglamliq imkanlar1 mohdud olan 26 toloba tohsil alirdi. 2015-ci
ilin iyulunda UNEC-da Inkliiziv Tohsil Morkoazi rosmi foaliyyato baslayib. Indi iso UNEC-
do saglamliq imkanlart mohdud 62 gonc tohsil alir.



Bizim morkozin osas mogsodi saglamliq imkanlart mohdud olan tolobalorin tohsil
imkanlarinin artirllmasindan vo tohsilo tam inteqrasiya edilmosindon ibaratdir. Morkozdo
gormo mohdudiyyati olan tolobalor ii¢lin Brayl olifbasinda ¢ap edon printer, miixtolif
yazidan audioformata ¢eviron kompiiter proqramlar1 vo s. var. Tolobolor istodiklori vaxt
golib Morkozdo dorslorine vo imtahanlara hazirlasa bilirlor. Morkozdo xiisusi qaygiya
ehtiyaci olan tolobalors hom Brayl formatinda, hom audio formatda todris materiallari
togdim edirik. Onlara olavo dorslor kegirilir, imtahan prosesindo miixtalif soboblordon
istirak edo bilmoyon tolobalor iigiin imtahanlar togkil olunur. Bunun tiigiin morkoz biitiin
lazimi avadanlqlarla tochiz olunub.

- Inkliiziv tohsil istigamotinds qurulan omakdashq alagolori haqqinda na deyo
bilarsiniz?

- UNEC-in omokdaslar1 daim 6z foaliyyatini tokmillosdiron, beynolxalq tocriiboni dyronon
miitoxassislordir. Onlar xarici 6lkoalords inkliiziv tohsil sahasindo do kegirilon tolimlordo
istirak edirlor. Inkliiziv Tohsil Morkozi bu istiqgamotds daim arasdirmalar aparir vo dndo
gedon xarici toskilatlarin tocriibolorini universitetdo totbiq etmok {igiin sorait yaradir.
Miitomadi olaraq

diinyanin miixtolif Glkolorinin toskilatlar1 ilo omokdasliq qurulur. Boyiikk Britaniya,
Tiirkiyo, Irlandiya, Almaniya, Birlosmis DOrob Omirliklori, Makedoniya, Polsa, Belarus,
Ukrayna vo Rusiya kimi oOlkolorin universitetlori ilo omokdashigimiz var. Rusiyanin
inkliiziv tohsil sahosinda aparici universiteti olan Moskva Dovlot Humanitar vo Igtisad
Universiteti ilo ikili diplom proqramlari totbiq olunur. Xiisusi qaygiya ehtiyact olan
tolobolar, eyni zamanda, Erasmus proqramlar1 ¢orgivasindo xarici universitetlordo tohsil
alirlar.

- What other directions does the center serve?

- There are social networks that reflect our activities. The Inclusive Education Center
section on UNEC's official website presents constantly updated news to the community.
Radio UNEC broadcasts a weekly program called "Inclusive Education" and educates
young people. Students with disabilities go to concerts, movies, theater and outings
together with other students. UNEC students participate in all events.

One of the main points is work with parents. Sometimes a parent needs more support. We
regularly meet with parents and discuss the plans of our future activities to see what we
can do better for those students.



Let me note that our work does not end with creating inclusive educational opportunities.
After receiving higher education, we try to support young people in continuing their
social life and provide them with jobs as much as possible. So, several institutions of the
republic have hired our graduates with disabilities. For example, on May 5, 2018, a job
fair for young people with disabilities was held under the joint organization of the
Ministry of Youth and Sports, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Labor and
Social Protection of the Population, the Union of Disabled Organizations and the
Azerbaijan State University of Economics. This fair caused very serious changes. Every
institution and organization now knows that it can employ young people with disabilities
and creates opportunities for this.

UNEC Inclusive Education Center implements various projects together with many
organizations of the republic. In this extensive activity, of course, I must mention the
student volunteers who helped us every step of the way. Volunteers are always with us,
support us in every event and work, and play a big role in the integration of students with
disabilities into society.

- What directions will your future activity cover?

- In the next stages of our activity, it is planned to strengthen cooperation with state
institutions, other educational institutions and non-governmental organizations, to update
brochures and booklets reflecting the activities of the Center, to organize educational
trainings and meetings. Our Center is constantly developing. Several projects have been
developed in cooperation with foreign organizations and will be implemented soon.

Finally, I can proudly state that UNEC is making great strides towards becoming an
exemplary institution in the field of inclusive higher education.

"UNEC ailasinda barabarlik va birlik ugurlu inkisafin amillaridir"

Amin Farajzadeh: It is the right way to confidently move towards the goal without looking
at obstacles

If young people with disabilities move confidently towards their goals and persevere
through the obstacles they face to achieve their goals, they will not have any complexes.

These words were said by Amin Farajzadeh, a third-year student studying business
management at the Distance, Correspondence and Additional Education Center of the
Azerbaijan State University of Economics (UNEC), the chairman of the faculty Student
Scientific Society, in an interview with AZERTAC. He noted that he was interested in the
field of business during his school years and was sure that he would be able to get an
excellent education in this field at UNEC: "Studying here allows me to acquire the
specialty I have chosen, as well as expand my social life. Currently, we are active in the



Student Scientific Society, we organize multifaceted events. This gives me important
experience to take successful steps in the future."

Farajzade said that students in need of care often turn to the Inclusive Education Center
operating at the higher education institution: "The center has created all conditions for
students with limited health opportunities to prepare for exams. Due to certain health
problems, I take the exams at the center without going to the exam rooms. Various
educational training and seminars are also organized here. Although I closely participate
in the work of the Inclusive Education Center, my main activity is in the Student
Scientific Society of the university. "At the moment, we are holding the “ATHENA”
knowledge competition among students."

Amin Faraczada: Manealara baxmadan magsada dogru inamla iralilamak an diizgiin yoldur

(unec.edu.az)




